August 27, 2008

Minutes of SCC board meeting 
Treasury report read by Bob Gates.  Question was brought up that we might need more available funds to buy new equipment in the future by Bob Burdick.  A new screen is said to be needed by Bob Gates.  Mike Riposo added, as for a projector, better stuff might be available in the future.
 

Pam Paul suggested a fund raiser such as creating calendars or T-shirts to sell.  Bob Gates suggested saving money by replacing the bookmarks with post cards with pictures on them.    It was decided to pass it by the club and appoint a committee.
 

Ron stated he is in need of a Secretary and News Letter Editor.  Kate is not able to continue this position due to classes.  New members should be encouraged to step forward.  Bob Gates suggested Mindy perhaps.
 

Ron brought up that about four members had brought up to him what they considered inappropriate images of nudity on pbase by one of the members.  These members felt it was a reflection on them as a member of SCC.  There is nothing in the bylaws about nudity.  Pam asked if anyone had spoken to the person who posted them.  Len said the bylaws state that photos must "speak to good taste."
 

Copies of the photos were passed around and each member of the board was asked to comment on them.
 

Len - not bad taste.  Pam - tastefully good.  Hilary - no offense to it.  Linda - offended by one.  Dan - no problem.  Bob G. - Not offensive.  Member could use password protection on the gallery.  Against censorship, but could use some sort of mediation group to talk to the member.  Mary - perhaps the member could put these images on a pbase link to his own website.  Bob B. - The member needs to know that some people feel uncomfortable with these images.  We need an ethics committee in the future to look at these issues.  Leo - against censorship.  Mike - likes idea of "good taste" standard and maybe suggest to the member they may not be a good choice.  Annette - no problem.  Need to have a discussion with the person and create a link to his own pbase site.  Len - our landlord may not like such images in pbase or in competition.
 

Motion was made by Bob G. and seconded by Linda to not have questionable nude images removed from pbase.
 

This is the board's position:  Some members brought a concern to our board about the appropriateness of a member's images on pbase.
 

The board supports every member's right to post their images and has no intention of censoring their work.  We confirm artistic freedom. The board asked Ron to make the member aware of these other members' concerns, so that he/she can decide if he/she wants to try to respond to those concerns..e.g. by putting the images in a sub folder.
 

Hilary suggested that an amendment be added to pbase of "in good taste."
 

Ron brought up that he had a couple people complain that the same members always win...reference made to Lake Wobegone.   Dan - Ask them if they have taken any classes, workshops, new equipment, read books.  If the answer is No - then tell them at least they have done well and to get a life.  Ron - says and all agree the Advanced class is the largest and the hardest.
 

Len brought up that the Competition meetings are too long.  It was suggested to move the business meeting to Workshop nights starting with October 1, 2008.  Pam - stated that the members be made aware in September that the JUDGING STARTS at 7:30.  NO LATE ENTRIES.
 

Meeting adjourned 9:45
 

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Gridley
